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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Catholic Community of 

Saint Bernadette, seek to 

strengthen our relationship 

with God and all people 

through acts of charity, justice, 

and love, proclaiming the 

Gospel, sharing the Eucharist 

and developing our ministries.  



 

 

 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Dear Fellow Disciples, 

 

We of Saint Bernadette Parish have been entrusted with much, and it is with great joy 
that we live out our discipleship to Jesus Christ supporting one another and our mission 
with the blessings God has put into our hands. This Annual Report for 2015-2016 is a 
snapshot of our efforts to be Christ for one another. 

Our discipleship manifests itself through our worship, formation, outreach, service and 
good stewardship, both here at home and throughout the Archdiocese and world. 

This stewardship report expresses our desire to be transpar-
ent in our reporting, and our desire to celebrate the good work 
we are collectively accomplishing to the glory of God. With 
gratitude for the fine leadership of our Pastoral Council and 
Finance Committee we present these encouraging words. 

Sincerely, 

Fr. Jeff Nicolas 

Adult Ministry: 
 
Adult Christian Enrichment (ACE) Groups met with an average of 52 adults on 
each of the 40 Mondays.  Topics covered Beginning and Expansion of the Universe; 
Paul’s Life, Theology, and Writings; Ancient Symbols; Catholic History, New Testament 
Figures; Gospel Background, History and NT-OT parallels; and Biblical Archeology. 
 

Adult Bible Background (ABB) met with an average of 21 adults on each of the 45 
Sundays.  Presentations covered the cultural, political, and religious backgrounds for 
the Old and New Testaments. 
 

Men Sharing with Men met with an average of 20 men on each of the 45 Mondays 
where various volunteered topics were discussed, including items such as “What is on 
your Bucket List?”  “Who has to get out of the Life Boat?”  “What do you remember 
about your Father?” and many more. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) met on Wednesday evenings with 12  
candidates who participated in 25 sessions, a 1 day retreat, and 18 individual sessions. 
 

Young @ Heart meets around 10 months out of the year, usually on Sunday after-
noons for lunch and presentation.  Those presentations cover a wide range of topics 
from life and death to fun/entertaining. There are about 35-55 who attend these monthly 
gatherings. 



Youth Ministry: 
 

Took 85 Confirmation Candidates to Ken-
tucky Holy Land in Bardstown  

20 Youth Participated in Archdiocese of 
Louisville Day at Holiday World 

15 youth participated in Archdiocese of 
Louisville day at Kings Island  

10 youth went on a Mission Trip to serve 
people who are poor in Louisville 

17 youth attended summer conference in 
Steubenville OH  

Participated as volunteers at the Italian Dinner, Summer Block Party, and Mulch Day  

 

 

Areas of achievement during the 2015-2016 year were: 

Children’s Formation: 

Our theme for 2015-2016 was Putting Two Feet of Love in Action!  In our GIFT pro-
gram, we were blessed to have served 149 families which include 257 students 
this year.  We were able to hold 16 classrooms with an average size of 16 students/
class, because of  our wonderful 45 Catechists, Assistants, Subs and Program Support 
Volunteers. 

 

Our Children’s Liturgy of the Word meets every Sunday during the 11AM Mass.  On av-
erage 30 preschool children and 30 grade school children came together to worship 
each week, with the fantastic help of 20 Leaders, Assistants and Hall Monitors.      

 

Vacation Bible School was held for 1 fun-filled week at St. Aloysius and brought to-
gether 225 children from St. Aloysius and St. Bernadette parishes.  St. Bernadette had 
64 children attend this wonderful event. 

 

From July of 2015 to June of 2016, there have been an incredible 85 Baptisms that 
have taken place at St. Bernadette!  Baptismal Preparation takes place a total of 6 
times during the year for couples who wish to have their child baptized at St. Berna-
dette.  

 



 

Charitable Outreach Ministries: 

Youth for Food: Each year in Novem-

ber volunteers at St. Bernadette, St. 
Mary Academy, and Watkins United 
Methodist unite and join forces to help 
feed those less fortunate in our commu-
nity! This event takes place on two con-
secutive Saturdays. The 
first Saturday, flyers are handed out to 
our community and collection boxes are 
set up at Saint Mary Academy. The sec-
ond Saturday, can goods are collected, 
sorted, and delivered to our local Dare 
to Care food pantry at Eastern Area 
Community Ministries (EACM) located at 
John Knox church. It is through the gen-
erosity of our community and the dedi-
cated hard work of our volunteers in this collective effort that we are able to help feed the hun-
gry in our community! In 2015 we collected 10,500 can goods! We are very appreciative of our 
sponsors, Dean's Foods, Panera Bread and Domino's Pizza, for donating food and drinks for 
our volunteers! Yes, we welcome any and all volunteers! Your help is much appreciated and 
needed in any form one or both weekends! If you're looking for a sign this is it! Come be a part 
of our team! 

 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society: Volunteered 817 hours serving those in need in our com-

munity by making 12 home visits.  We provided 79 people 

with emergency assistance totaling $10,287.  By twinning 

with other conferences and community ministries, we pro-

vided emergency assistance to 164 people totaling 

$4,199. We donated $1,500 to two Dare to Care Food 

Pantries, one at Grace & Glory Lutheran Church, Go-

shen, KY and the other at the SVdP Louisville Campus 

downtown. We donated $425 worth of clothing, personal 

items, pillows, and art supplies to the shelters and the 

family center on the SVdP campus in Louisville. We col-

lected household items in the SVdP truck 3 times during 

the year. Items donated by parishioners are sold in the 

SVdP Thrift Stores with proceeds supporting SVdP shel-

ters and programs. We hosted the Louisville Council 

quarterly Liturgy/dinner/meeting for 75 Vincentians. We 

gave back to the St. Bernadette Community by working at 

the Summer Block Party. 



 

Charitable Outreach Ministries: 

Meadowview Nursing Home Bingo: 
St Bernadette continues to share this minis-
try with St. Margaret Mary. We cover the 
months of Feb, April, June, August. Oct. 
and Dec. Volunteers come on Tuesday af-
ternoons at 2:30 to set up and manage the 
resident bingo. They play 1 hour and usual-
ly there are 12 to 16 residents participating. 
Two to three volunteers are needed to cov-
er this activity, and we are in need of sever-
al more volunteers. It is a very rewarding 
experience to share time with the residents 
who really appreciate our time and vis-
it  with them. 

Eastern Area Community Minis-
tries:  As a member of EACM the parish 

continues to contribute  $1,000.00 on a quarterly basis. Also, the parish pledges $25 when an EACM 
client is working on a pledge donation to secure enough money to pay rent or a utility bill. St Berna-
dette has pledged a total of $4,000.00 this fiscal year. The annual July Food Drive was a huge suc-
cess – over 1,000 pounds of food were  donated to the food pantry. We were able to enlist the help of 
several 8th graders working on service hours to deliver the donations.  Several parish  members vol-
unteer weekly working with clients or stocking the food pantry. Events and opportunities to support 
EACM are published regularly in the bulletin and on the Narthex monitor. Events such as Meijers 
matching donation days and the Donate Louisville are examples of such events. An auction basket 
was donated in March for EACM’s fund raiser. Several parishioners donated items and the parish do-
nated a gift certificate.  

St. Louis de Gonzague, Haiti:  The parish twinning committee saw growth this year when sev-

eral committee members along with Fr. Bill Fichteman visited St. Louis de Gonzague, our twin parish 
at the end of January and the beginning of February.  They re-
turned with ideas and enthusiasm which resulted in the plan for 
the pastor of St. Louis to visit St. Bernadette in Septem-
ber.  The parishes continue to pray for each other to deepen 
our spiritual relationship. 

Habitat for Humanity: Volunteers worked a special com-

munity project “Love Your Neighborhood” on April 16, 2016. 
The event was a huge success and drew over 250 local volun-
teers.  Several  blocks  on Hancock Street and Caldwell 
Street  were closed and volunteers worked to clean up the 
neighborhood. 
 
We are proud to share that St. Bernadette had the largest team 
at this site.  We worked a wonderful project reviving Ballard 
Park by painting playground equipment, basketball goals for 
two courts, and the chain link fence surrounding them.  The 
park was run down and not used to its fullest.  Before we left, 
children were playing of the playground and basketball 
courts.  It was beautiful to see the Lord’s work once again. 


